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September 11, 1995

TO THE SUPERINTENDENT ADDRESSED:

Enclosed is a list of schools identified under the Public Education Grant Program, established by
the 74th Texas Legislature in Scnate Bill 1, along with a copy of the relevant section of the statute
and a description of the methodology used to identify the schools on the list. Under this
interdisuictuansferprovision,aparmtofasmduummﬂedinanyofthcmmussljstedmy
make application to attend a campus in any other school district. A school district chosen by a
student’s parent under this statute is entitled to accept or reject the application for the student to
attend school in that district but may not use criteria that discriminate on the basis of a student’s
race, cthnicity, academic achievement, athletic abilities, language proficiency, sex, or
socioeconomic status. Alternatively, a district may accept interdistrict transfers under Section
25.036 of the Texas Education Code.

The Texas Education Agency will be issuing commissioner’s rules regarding attendance reporting
for students served under the Public Education Grant Program in the near future. This list is being
provided to you at this time for your information culy.

Questions conceming the list and the methodology used to identify schools should be directed
to the Division of Public Information and Communicatioas at (5 12) 463-8999. Questions
regarding the implementation of the program should be directed to the Office of Legal Services
at (512) 463-9720.

Sincerely,
Criss Cloudt David Anderson
Associate Commissioner Chief Counsel

for Policy Planning and Research

Enclosures



SUBCHAPTER G. PUBLIC EDUCATION GRANT PROGRAM

Sec. 29.201. PARENTAL CHOICE. Nortwithstanding any other pro\.'ision of this code, as provided
by this subchapter an eligible student may attend a public school in the district in which the student resides
or may use a public education grant to artend any other district chosen by the studenr's parent.

Sec. 29.202. ELIGIBILITY. A student is eligible to receive a public education grant under this
subchapter if the student is as;igncd to attend a public school campus:

(1) at which 50 percent or more of the students did pot perform satisfactorily on ap
assessment insoument administered under Section 39.023(a) or (b} in the preceding three years; or

(2) that was, at any time in the preceding three years, identified as low-performing by the
commissioner under Subchapter D, Chapter 39.

Sec. 29.203. FINANCING. (a) A student eligible under Section 25.001 to attend school in a school
district but who under this subchapter attends a public school in another district is included in the average
daily attendance of the district in which the student resides. The district in which the student attends school
shall report the student's anendance to the district in which the student resides in accordance with rules
adopted by the commissioner.

(b) A student’s public education grant is the total state and local funding per student for the school
district in which the student resides. Total funding from state and local sources includes special allotments
under Subchapter C, Chapter 42, but does not include small district, sparsity, and cost of education
adjustments and allomments for technology and mansportation. A student's public education grant is the
entitlement of the studen:, under the supervision of the student's parent, guardian, or custodian, is not an
entitlement of any schocl district, and is paid to a school district solely as a means of administrative
convenience,

(c) A school district chosen by 2 student's parent under Section 29.201 is entitled to accept or reject
the application for the student to anend school in that district but may not use criteria that discriminate on
the basis of a student's race, ethnicity, academic achievement, athletic abilities, language proficiency. sex.
or socioeconomic status. A school district that has more acceptable applicants for attendance under this
subchapter than available positions must give priority 1o students at risk of dropping out of school as
defined by Section 29.081 and must fill the available positions by lottery. However, to achieve continuiry
in education. a school district may give preference over at-risk students to enrolled students and 1o the
siblings of enrolled students residing in the same household or other children residing in the same
household as enrolled students for the convenience of parents. guardians, or custodians of those children.

(d) A school district chosen by a student’s parest under Section 29.201 may not charge the sudent
wition tn addition to the public education grant or charge wition that is greater than the district's average
expenditure per student. The school district in which the student resides is entitled to the remainder, if any,
of the student's public education grant funds.

(¢) The schoot district in which a student resides shall provide each student attending a school in
another district under this subchapter ransportation free of charge to and from the school the student would

otherwise anend.



Methodology for Identifying Schools

Schools are included on the list if less than 50 percent of the students passed:

* any reading, writing or mathematics test on the Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS),
summed across the grades tested at the school

« inall three years: 1993, 1994,5K 1995
OR
o the school was rated Low-Performing in either 1993, 1994, or 1995.

LT . o

Notes:
Fr

*  All schools which existed.in the 199405 3chodi year were examined. The snalysis was applied
regardless of the number of students tested. t :

*  The TAAS results were those uséd iit the aéedtintability system, which are based on the non-
special education students tested who were enrolled in the district in late October.

*  The analysis was based on all students tested; performance of student groups was oot examined.
* 1995 ratings issued as of September 1, 1995 were examined for this analysis.

1995 Campuses with Less Than 50% of the Stadents Passing
Any Reading, Writing, ar Mathematics Test on the Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS)
or the School was Rated Low-Performing |n either 1993, 1994 or 1998

EXPLANATION OF COLUMNS
Campus The nine digit number used by TEA to uniquely identify each campus in the state.
Campname The most curreat name of the campus-in TEA files.
Distname The district name.
YR_1993 The reason, if any, that the campus was identified for this list based on 1993 TAAS
results or 1993 accountability ratings. The reason codes are explained below.
YR _1994 The reason, if any, that the campus was identified for this list based on 1994 TAAS
results or 1994 accountability ratings. The reason codes are explained below.
YR_1995 The reason, if any, that the campus was identified for this list based on 1995 TAAS
results or 1995 accountability ratings. The reason codes are explained below.
Reasons for identification: _
R The TAAS passing rate in Reading was below 50 percent for the tested grades at the
campus.
w The TAAS passing rate in Writing was below 50 percent for the tested grades at the
campus.
M The TAAS passing rate in Mathematics was below 50 percent for the tested grades at
the campus.
LP The campus was rated Low-performing. Note: If "LP" is the only reason code for

1995, i.e., there is no "R", "W™, or "M" code printed as well, then the dropout rate is
the reason for the low rating.
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